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SUBNECT  Dpr. Herwmes' Relationships with the Russians
25&? with Kafiser

i, According to a well placed source, plena Lave heen made for a high
3ovilet officlsl to visit Dr. Hermes at Godesbewg sometime between
3 and 1C November. :

2. A different source clalms that Hermes dld see "the Russian general
in charge of Western German affalrs® while he was in Berlin. The
idantlty of the general 1s not reported. The sume sourcs also
states that & kind of coneclllistlon between Fermes and Kalser was
brought about during the formerta visli to Derlin. However,
raletlions between the two men anpear to remain straloesd, Source
believes that = complete break ls eventuslly inevitabie, becauss
of KHermes? dosire to play a politlenl role of importancs, his
belief thai he can bring about a merger betwseon the East and West,
and his dealre to become the top CDY leader 1n all the zZones,.

5. Hermes was dlssuaded by Dalser from sttempting tc head the Tnter-
zorigl Commlssion whleh he wanted to organize. TIDurthermore, Jalger
made it elear that such an arrangement would nnly antagonlze
Adznauer, who 1g not s political friend of Hermes. Kalser alsc
persuaded Hermes to take an active part in the Bauerngencsssn-
achaften (Farmers® Cooperatlves) in the western zones. Decause
Hermes is a former land cuner and was active before 1933 in
Farmers! Cooperatives, 1t ls quite possible he could become the
leader of the farm group in the CILU.

4, It is belleved, however, in ths Centrael Comnlttee of the DU that
sooner or later liermes will bresk hls promise and attempt to be=-
sone the supreme leader of the CDU. Source claims liermes is
extremely ambitious and is unwllling to recognize the necessity of
keoping out of politios in the Russlan Zons,
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